
 

 

July 14, 2016 
 
 
 
Dear Ministry Leader: 
 
Several months ago I was contacted by a Seaman elementary teacher asking if I would be willing to eat 
lunch once a week with a young boy who lost his dad over the summer. She explained how she thought 
he needed some encouragement from an adult mentor in his life now that his dad had passed. How 
could I possibly say no?!  
 
This conversation, however, has turned into something much bigger than me simply having lunch with 
one student. God has opened up a unique opportunity to connect with and build relationships with 
students within the Seaman district through a ministry called Lunch Buddies. 
 
Lunch Buddies is a one-on-one, in-school mentoring program for elementary-aged children.  It 
originated in the Topeka 501 district when a para-church organization called The Bridge launched the 
ministry four years ago at Meadows Elementary School. Today, Lunch Buddies in the USD 501 district 
continues to grow. More schools have been added to the ministry, and seeing the impact the ministry 
has made in that district prompted a small group of Seaman parents and teacher to ask the question: 
“What would it look like to start Lunch Buddies in our schools? How would our schools be different if 
caring adults ate lunch with students who need a friend?” 
 
In partnership with The Bridge ministry, Topeka North Outreach is taking steps to introduce the Lunch 
Buddies ministry this year at one of our Seaman Elementary schools. We are looking for mature, fun-
loving, caring men and women, who will commit to connecting with one student for one school year. 
Lunch Buddies spend approximately 30 minutes each week with one child over the lunch hour.  
 
A genuine need exists and you just might be the answer to a child’s prayer for a caring friend to eat 
lunch with them this year. I would love the opportunity to connect with you/your staff/ your church/your 
Sunday School class/your small group to tell you more about how you can change a child’s life by 
becoming a Lunch Buddy. To schedule a brief presentation you can best contact at 785-249-3036.  
 
Also, Lunch Buddy informational meetings are already scheduled at The Bridge (1023 SW 8th St.) from 
12:00-1:00pm. You may choose which meeting you’d like to attend: 

 Tuesday, August 23 

 Thursday, August 25 

 Tuesday, August 30 

 Thursday, September 1 
 
Kindly, 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Josh Cooper | Grace Point Church   Theresa Gartner 
Pastor of Discipleship & Equipping Ministry  Topeka North Outreach Vice President 
jcooper@gptopeka.org    youth@topekanorthoutreach.org 
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